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■ NEW ARRIVAL: Charlee Amber Dawn Benner couldn't wait to be born 

Firefighter dad delivers 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPortNEWS Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - According to 
the stove, it was 6:23 a.m. 

Despite the shock of the moment. 
Trimmer Benner had the wherewithal 
to stop and look at the clock. 

A parent never wants to forget the 
moment their child takes that first 

Especially when it takes place in the 
family kitchen. 

Friday began as a regular day for 
the Port Colborne family, including 
Trimmer, girlfriend Jessica Davis and 
the couple's children, Hayden Davis, 3, 
and TJ Benner, 12. 

But that quickly changed. 

Jessica was nine days past her due 

Waking up in the early hours, she 
decided to have a bath to relax. 

Little did she know, her day would 


soon become anything but relaxing. 

Jessica began to feel contractions and 
immediately awoke Trimmer from his 
slumber. 

She told him they had to leave for the 
hospital immediately. 

From the time she travelled from the 
bedroom to the kitchen, Jessica felt her 
contractions move from five minutes to 
two minutes apart. 

Having trained as a volunteer fire¬ 
fighter for the past 12 years, Trimmer 
knew time to get to the hospital was 
running short, 
see DELIVERY | page 2 


MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 
Charlee Amber Dawn Benner entered 
the world in an unusual way. The 
newborn was delivered Friday in her 
family's kitchen by father Trimmer 
Benner when mother Jessica Davis 
went into labour. 
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‘Nothing tops this’ 



MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 

Trimmer Benner and Jessica Davis hold their latest addition, 
Charlee Amber Dawn Benner, along with daughter Hayden 
Davis and son TJ Benner. 


FROM PAGE 1 

The couple got their midwife 
Mylene Shields on the phone 
and explained the situation in 
hopes she could meet the pair 
at die nearest hospital. 

But Mylene knew that plan 
simply wasn’t going to work. 

Instead, she asked Trimmer 
if he was ready. 

His mind whirled as he tried 
to comprehend what she was 
implying, and when it finally 
clicked his heart began to race. 

Trimmer was told over the 
phone to ease Jessica onto the 
family’s kitchen floor and to 
fetch a pillow and plenty of 

“I was in denial a bit," he 
says with a laugh. 

And then Mylene asked if he 
could see the head. 

His years of training then 
kicked in as Trimmer realized 
the baby was coming. 

Right here. Right now. And 
it was his job to make sure she 
arrived safely. 

“This is happening,” he 
remembers saying, short of a 
few expletives. 

With Mylene guiding him 
through a cellphone tucked 
into his shoulder, Trimmer got 
ready to welcome his daughter 
into the world. 

That first cry came with 
a sigh of relief from both 
parents. 

It was literally less than 
five minutes from the time 
the chaos began to the time 
Charlee Amber Dawn Benner 
made her grand entrance. 

"It couldn’t have gone any 
better, under the circum¬ 
stances," Jessica says with a 

She had planned to give 
birth in a hospital with 
Mylene and her team from 
Renaissance Midwifery by her 
side. 

Though he’s dealt with many 
medical calls, car crashes and 
fires, Trimmer in his years with 
Port Colbome’s fire department 
has never experienced a birth. 

He quips that the department 
may have to look at training 


their men for such an occasion. 

Jessica believes Trimmer’s 
experience helped him to 
keep calm and respond under 
pressure. 

“It happened so fast I didn’t 
have time to get nervous or 
panic,” says the proud father. 

“My mind was racing with 
everything that was going on.” 

He credits the midwife 
for remaining so calm on the 
phone, which in turn helped 
him to keep his composure. 

Mylene arrived to the cou¬ 
ple’s home shortly after the 
baby's arrival. 

“She said, 'You started this, 
now you've got to finish it,'” 
Trimmer says, adding Mylene 
then walked him through the 
process of clamping and cut¬ 
ting the umbilical cord. 

Mylene was able to examine 
Charlee at the couple’s home, 
and neither her nor mum 
needed to go to hospital. 

Trimmer’s father, Wayne 
Benner Sr., a retired firefighter, 
arrived shortly after Charlee’s 
birth, unaware his grand¬ 
daughter had already made an 
appearance. 

“I’ve never seen him look 
more shocked. He said, 'I can’t 
believe you did this,”’ Trimmer 
says. 

“I can’t believe I did this,” he 
echoes. 


“I just can’t put it into words. 
I can't believe we did this. 

“Everything I’ve done and 
been through, nothing tops 
this,” Trimmer says. 

“I was riding the biggest 
high I’ve ever had. The adren¬ 
aline rush lasted hours,” he 
says, describing the smile he 
had plastered on his face for 
hours afterwards. 

“All my kids are special to 
me, of course, but to deliver 
one is just something else." 

Jessica, now thrilled with the 
unexpected home birth, says 
she’ll never forget the experi¬ 
ence — and will never quite 
look at her kitchen the same. 

maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 

BIRTH 

CERTIFICATE 

■ Name: Charlee Amber 
Dawn Benner 

■ Time of birth: 6:23 a.m. 

■ Location: The kitchen of 
parents Trimmer Benner 
and Jessica Davis 

■ Weight: Seven pounds, 
five ounces 

■ Length:21 inches 


Regional council could lose 
role in filling vacancies 



BOB TYMCZYSZYN QMI Agency Niagara 
Niagara Regional Council in session debating a budget. 


JEFF B0LICH0WSKI 

QMI Agency Niagara 

THOROLD — Trumping 
cities’ choices might not be 
an option next time regional 
councillors need to fill a vacant 
council seat 

The Region's planning com¬ 
mittee endorsed a process on 
Wednesday, Jan. 8 for filling 
vacancies that would restrict 
council’s role to confirm¬ 
ing the wishes of lower-tier 
munidpaalides. 

Cities and towns could 
choose a byelection or an 
appointment. Currently, 
regional council has the final 
say, but the committee’s rec¬ 
ommendation would require it 
to go along with whatever the 
lower municipality asks. 

“It leaves it up to the local 
municipalities, without a 
shadow of a doubt. That’s 
who’s making the decision,” 
said Niagara Falls Coun. Selina 
Volpatti, who put forward the 
motion. 

Planning commissioner 
Patrick Robson said the motion 
means the Region would 
accept the local municipality's 
recommendation without a say 
of its own. 

He said that also means the 
Region will automatically be 


on the hook if the municipality 
wants a byelection. By law, the 
Region has to foot the bill. 

The talk of a policy comes 
after a messy debate in 2011 
over how best to fill the 
Welland council seat vacated 
by now-Welland MPP Cindy 

Welland city council asked 
for a byelection, but regional 
council balked and rejected 
both the election and a move 
to appoint runner-up Damian 
Goulbourne to the seat. 
Members had to break their 
own rules and re-vote to go 
ahead with the byelection after 
Welland refused to provide an 


appointee. 

St. Catharines Mayor Brian 
McMullan hopes that wouldn’t 
happen again. 

“This change should help us 
avoid what we all lived through 
last time," he said. 

He said the rule change is a 
significant one for the Region. 

The new policy would apply 
to vacant regional council 
seats, save those in Wainfleet 
and West Lincoln where only 
their mayors sit on council. 

Robson said in those cases, 
council would be joined by the 
winner of a mayoral byelection. 

jeff.bolichowski@sunmedia.ca 


■ COMMUNITY 

Seniors survey topic of forums 


In Port News Staff 

WELLAND - Niagara 
Region is hosting a series 
of community forums to 
educate people on services 
available to help seniors age 
well at home. 

Through its Aging Well in 
Niagara events hosted late 
last year, the region collected 
input on seniors needs from 
more than 600 residents 


through conversation cafes, 
comment cards and surveys. 
This pool of information 
was created to support the 
region as it develops plans 
and refines programs to 
ensure high quality of life for 
seniors and assist them in 
living at home for as long as 
possible. 

To release the findings of 
the public consultation, six 
forums are being held this 


month. Local forums include 
at Welland Community 
Wellness Complex, 145 
Lincoln St., on Thursday, 
Jan. 24, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.; and 
the Friends Over 55 Centre, 
554 Fielden Ave. in Port 
Colborne, on Wednesday, 
Jan. 30,2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

For a full list of dates and 
locations, visit www.niaga- 
raregion.ca/seniors or call 
1-877-212-3922. 
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■ REACH OUT CENTRE: Construction, event management students tackling renovations 


We Gare f&r f&ri Gares> 

Under Construction 

January 11-April 12 2013 



VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 

Many Hands Niagara College student committee members Kayla Martins, left, Alysha Gayed; chairperson Cathy Tamchyna; Jen Hale and Kristen Empey held a groundbreaking ceremony at Port 
Cares Reach Out Centre to kick off an interior renovations project. 


Many Hands from college to aid Port Cares 


VICTORIA GRAY 
InPortNEWS Staff 

Port Colborne — Many 
hands, hearts and minds 
make short work of any proj¬ 
ect — even one as large as 
poverty. 

More than 50 people 
Friday attended Niagara 
College’s ground-breaking 
ceremony for its 16th annual 
Many Hands Project, this 
one at Port Cares Reach Out 
Centre on Nickel St. 

Event management and 
construction students will 
plan and complete interior 
renovations at the centre 
over the next four months 
as part of their program 


requirements. 

Event management stu¬ 
dent and chair of the Many 
Hands project committee, 
Cathy Tamchyna said Port 
Cares was selected for the 
renovations project because 
out of five applicants more 
people would benefit from 
the non-profit organization’s 
food bank and soup kitchen. 

"Just from spending a few 
days at the centre I realized 
how important it is in the 
community,” she said. “Being 
here on food service days is 
what really got me and I just 
knew we had to help them.” 

Port Cares executive direc¬ 
tor Lynda Reinhart said even 
though the Reach Out Centre 


was recently expanded the 
older section of the building 
needs work. 

“It’s like moving into a 
new house," she said. "When 
you get it you realize that not 
everything works the way 
you need it to.” 

She said the need for the 
centre is growing. Last year 
it gave out 67,500 kg of food 
and served 20,000 meals. 
For the Many Hands Project, 
more than 15 students will 
spend every Friday at the 
centre from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
knocking out a dividing wall 
in the dining room, build¬ 
ing a security separation 
between the dining room 
and kitchen, creating a per¬ 


manent structure for garbage 
collection outside, adding 
light fixtures, installing win¬ 
dows, insulating the floor 

Canadian Tire Financial 
Services’ vice-president 
of customer services and 
operations, Cathy Tamchyna 
presented the group with a 
$5,000 donation on behalf of 
the company to help com¬ 
plete the project. 

“We are reminded every 
day how deserving (Port 
Cares is) of our help," 
Tamchyna said. “I can’t wait 
to see the final results.” 

victoria.gray@sunmedia. ca 
Twitter: @VixeyG 



VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 

Emma Cole, front, and her siblings Lea and Tyler are the 
first of many to make their mark on a wall Niagara College 
construction students will tear down inside Port Cares Reach 
Out Centre as part of the Many Hands Project. The section of 
the wall with handprints will be cut out, framed and given to 
Port Cares when the project is complete in April. 
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■ourview 

Liberals enabled 
teachers 

I t’s a sad day in Ontario when a teacher’s union goes 
before a quasi-judicial agency to fight for its “right” to 
illegally strike and impose last-minute disruptions on the 
lives of school kids and their families. 

We realized the absurdity of the situation when lawyers 
for the province and the Elementary Teachers' Federation 
of Ontario argued their opposing positions late into 
Thursday night in front of the Ontario Labour Relations 

Meanwhile, back in the real world, public elementary 
school boards across Ontario were forced to cancel classes 
Friday, no matter what the OLRB rules. 

That’s because you can’t run a school system where it’s 
a crap shoot whether the teachers are going to show up for 
work in the morning. 

Indeed, it’s impossible to contain our laughter when 
either ETFO or Queen’s Park claims this nonsense is “all 
about the children.” Both sides need to wake up to the 
fact Ontario parents are fed up with them and their silly 
rhetoric. 

All this stupid war of attrition is doing is hurting 
students and parents, who don’t have endless time to skip 
off work while ETFO decides if its members are going to do 
their jobs. 

What is most frustrating is how avoidable all of this was. 
If Premier Dalton McGuinty hadn’t blown the Ontario 
budget — in part by asking “how high” every time the 
teacher unions said "jump” over the past nine years — 
we wouldn’t be looking down the barrel of a $14 billion 
provincial deficit. 

Had he managed the province responsibly, there 
wouldn’t have been any need for Bill 115, which has the 
teacher unions in an uproar for freezing their pay and 
cutting benefits. 

If the Liberals had lived within their means, things 
wouldn’t have reached this fever pitch. 

Teacher unions and the Liberals have acted as each 
other’s enablers for too many years, with taxpayers bearing 
the burden. 

Now the relationship has soured and parents and kids 
are collateral damage. It’s disgusting. 

And it’s just one more reason why an election can’t come 
soon enough to get rid of the Liberals, no matter who they 
elect as their next leader. 

- Sun Media 
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■ FAITH: I've been thinking about a new year, and new sights 


Finding vision in a world of darkness 


GARYTOMIUCK 

l^kl ow fresh into the 
X ll new year we should 
especially reckon with the fact 
that Jesus makes everything 

He gives new life via the 
new birth. Those who think 
they can see are blind to the 
truth while those who are 
blind are set free to truly see. 

There was one blind 
manwhosatina crowd of 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
of people. He was sitting 
by the roadside in the dust 
dressed in rags, (mk 10:46). He 
was begging for alms-listening 
for that j oyftil ring of a coin 
or two dropping into his cup 
which was more often empty 
than full. 

If he received enough it 
would go towards a meager 
meal, if not he would go 
hungry once again. He was 
not stranger to hunger pangs 
or a grumbling stomach. If 
only he could see, he could 
look at the people he loved, he 
could see the beauty of God’s 
creation, he could work and 
earn his livelihood. Now he 
hears the commotion of the 
crowds and as the shouting 
and the screaming intensifies 
he shouts “Jesus, Son Of 


David, have mercy on me.” 
(vs47). 

Unfortunately the crowd 
does not share that same 
mercy. Some shout he is a 
nuisance, to shut-up... the 
master doesn’t have time 
for filth and scum like you. 

But this man is made in the 
image of God, he has a name, 
Bartimaeus, he has a need, 
and he has faith that Jesus can 
heal him and meet that need. 

So he takes a deep breath 
and shouts at the top of his 
lungs “Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” (vs 48). And 
Jesus hears that one, solitary 
voice above all the others. 
Jesusknewhis pain, his 
need, his faith and He has 
compassion on him. Jesus will 
not pass him by. 

And Bartimaeus knows if 
he does not avail himself of 
this opportunity, it may never 
come his way again. Then 
some people in the crown 
shout “Rise,” Jesus is calling 
you (vs 49). 

Baritmaeus throws aside 
his garments, runs as fast as 
he can guided by a few good 
hearted people and falls 
on his face in front of Jesus. 
(vs50) The Lord then asks 
what seems like a redundant 
question: “What do you want 
me to do for you?” (vs51). 


Didn’t Jesus know that 
Baritmaeus was blind? Yes, 
but he wanted him to say it 
The blind man said “Rabbi, 
(rabboni) My Lord and my 
Master, I want to see.” Then 
the Lord said to him “Go, 
your faith has healed you.” (vs 
52). And did he immediately 
receive his sight and go home? 
No, he followed Jesus. For 
without faith it is impossible to 
please God, and Bartimaeu’s 
faith pleased Jesus. 

Now Bartimaeus can see 
and the first person he sees 
is Jesus standing in front of 
him. He stares deeply into the 
Lord’s eyes-two pools of liquid 
love. He will now see the blue 
sky, the fluffy clouds and the 
beauty of a sunset. He will see 
family and friends but most 
important He has seen Jesus 
andhasnotonlyreceivedhis 
physical sight but his spiritual 
sight as well. Man is bom 
blind and Jesus said, “Unless 
one is bom-again he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” 

If you were to shine a 
flashlight into a blind man’s 
eyes it would be useless. The 
problem is not the amount of 
light, the blind need sight... 
not light. Jesus is the Light of 
the World. 

If you have confessed your 
sins, and truly repented of 


them and received Jesus as 
your own personal Lord and 
Savior you have new life and 
light in Him. The Lord has 
removed your blindness just 
as surely as the devil once 
blinded every unbeliever to 
the truth. But Jesus has given 
each and every Christian — 
new spiritual eyes. 

With the increasing crime, 
hate, turmoil, violence, war 
and economic collapse etc. 

We do not know what is facing 
us throughout this New Year. 

But we do know that Jesus 
will take us in hand each step 
of the way-each day, each 
hour and each minute. This 
may be the year in which the 
Lord calls you home or He 
may return. Are you ready to 
meet Him? Then open your 
heart and invite Jesus in. Do 
not procrastinate for no one is 
guaranteed that they will see 
tomorrow. 

Now is the day of salvation. 
For those who think they see 
will be blinded, and those who 
truly want to see, will. And by 
faith they will be healed. They 
will see. And they will follow 
Jesus who is the light and who 
makes everything new. 



Christian Church 


Local real estate market ‘steady as she goes’ 


he local real estate 


Total residential sales in 
Pelham reached 209 units 
compared to the total of 196 
reported last year. Interestingly 
enough, last year’s total is the 
exact same level as recorded 
in 2009 and 2010. With 403 
new listings posted in 2012, our 
local sales-to-new-listing ratio 
of 51.9% is solidly in the middle 
of the balanced territory range 
of40%to60%. 

Average prices, however, are 
on the decline. The 12 month 
average price as at December 
31,2012 stood at $320,685- 
1.7% below the 2011 figure of 
$326,362. 

Market trends in our 
local area are reflecting the 
demographic housing shift that 
is occurring across Canada. 



disproportionate part of the 
population, there is a shift 
towards lower priced condos 
and townhomes representing a 
larger share of the housing mix. 

In 2012, multi-family 
residential sales represented 
a 12% share of the market 
compared to 10%in2011 - 
expect this trend to continue. 
Lower demand for larger, 

2 storey family homes will 
continue to place strain on 
resale values in this segment 

This past month, the 
Canadian Real Estate 
Association (CREA) lowered 
its 2013 national forecast 
for home sales activity 


via the Multiple Listing Cathy Berkhout-Bosse, H.B.A. 

Service' (MLS') Systems of is a real estate broker at Remax 

Canadian real estate Boards Welland Realty Ltd. You may 

and Associations. CREA read past columns at www. 

projects that national sales NiagaraRealtySourceReport. 

activitywillrecedebytwoper com 

cent in the coming year. 

The RE/MAX 
2012 Housing 
Market Outlook 
released in 
December 
2012 


stability 
will be the 
characteristic 
of Canadian real 
estate in the new 
year, with sales above or 
on par with 2012 levels 
in the majority of market 

One thing is for sure, the 
days of rapidly rising average 
annual prices are expected to 
become a distant memory. 
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■ MARINE RESCUE UNIT: Winter work necessary for next Lake Erie boating season 

POCOMAR staying shipshape 


DAVE JOHNSON 
InPortNEWS Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - Working with 
scrapers and grinders, members of the 
Port Colborne Marine Auxiliary Rescue 
(POCOMAR) unit have started the pro¬ 
cess of stripping down one of its rescue 
vessels. 

It’s part of a maintenance plan to 
work on the Donald R. Workman, a 
boat custom-built by Dovercraft 
Marine in 2000 in Port Dover. The 
winter project is to get it ready for the 
2013 boating season. 

An inspection was done on the vessel 
in the spring by Port Ryerse Marine, 
said Brian Canter, POCOMAR’s opera- 

Canter said the inspector told 
the unit it would be a good idea 
to strip down the boat and have it 
repainted, including inside the engine 
compartment. 


MORE ON POCOMAR 

■ High school students looking to fulfil 
their volunteer hours can contact 
the crew at pocomar@live.ca. In the 
spring the unit will be recruiting full 
members 

■ POCOMAR will be at Seaway Mall's 
boat show in March, will be holding 
a fundraiser golf tournament in 
June and will celebrating its 25th 
anniversary in July. 


"We’ve gutted the cuddy down to the 
metal, too. We’re going to reconfigure 
the cuddy and interior,” said Canter. 

Once the vessels is stripped down 
to the metal it will be repainted, and 
a special anti-fouling paint will be 
applied to hull. The anti-fouling paint 
prevents organisms from growing on 
the hull. 

New logos will go on the side of the 
vessel once the rest of the exterior is 
painted. 

’’This is the first major overhaul since 
the vessel was built,” said Canter. 

POCOMAR executive officer Melanie 
Gendreau, Canter and members 
Andrew Watts and Charlie Adams were 
working on the vessel Thursday inside 
the former hydro building on Elm St. — 
the first time Donald R. Workman has 
been stored indoors for winter. 

POCOMAR’s other vessel, Ted Cook, 
was also kept in the hydro building, 
instead of both being keep outdoors at 
Sugarloaf Harbour Marina as had been 
done in the past. 

Canter and Gendreau said Canadian 
Niagara Power, owner of the hydro 
building, let the unit use the facility 
which has a large heated garage. 

“It’s a godsend ... we really can’t 
thank Canadian Niagara Power 
enough,” said Canter. 

He said the Donald R. Workman just 
fit inside the building when brought in 
by trailer. 

More information on POCOMAR can 
be found at www.ccga-pocomar.ca and 
www.facebook.com/POCOMAR. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

POCOMAR operations officer Brian Canter gets into the engine compartment of the 
Donald R. Workman, one of the rescue unit’s two vessels, on Thursday morning. The 
vessel is undergoing on overhaul throughout the winter. 


■ To date, five vessels have 
served POCOMAR in search 
and rescue on Lake Erie. 

■ The first vessel was a 21-foot 
surplussed police vessel, 
renamed simply POCOMAR. 

It got the unit in the water 

in 1989, but proved to be a 
little small for the often rough 
waters of the lake. 

■ In 1993 it was replaced by 
a 27-foot Baha, also named 
POCOMAR. It served the 
unit for the remainder of the 
1990s. 

■ In 2000, the unit launched 
a custom built Dovercraft 
and named it Donald R. 


POCOMAR HISTORY 

Workman after the unit's first 
commander. This vessel was 
purchased via fundraising 
and with the support of 
the city, and remains the 
unit's primary SAR vessel 
today. It is a 34-foot steel 
hull construction craft with 
twin diesel CAT engines. Each 
engine produces 300 
horsepower, giving her a top 
speed of 28 knots and lots of 
towing power. 

■ The same year Donald R. 
Workman was launched, the 
unit, at the request of the 
Joint Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre in Trenton, launched a 
second, smaller vessel. This 


was a 24-foot used Wellcraft, 
which was named Ted Cook 
after the unit's second 
commander. 


■ After receiving a Trillium 
grant in 2004, the Wellcraft 
vessel was replaced by a 
custom built Stanley vessel, 
which was also named Ted 
Cook and continues to serve 
the unit today. It is a 24-foot 
aluminum hull boat with a 
350 Mercruiser engine which 
will push her to a top speed of 
32 knots. The vessel is fitted 
with a jet-drive propulsion, 
which gives it a shallow 
draught allowing it to operate 
in just 30 centimetres of 
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■ JUNIOR B HOCKEY: Pirates add scorer, D-Man to lineup 




‘I really like where we’re at right now’ 


SAY GOODBYE TO... 
Your Unwanted Hair With 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
3 Treatments For Only *99 

Choose one from the following: 

• Upper Lip • Bikini Line 

• Chin • Neck 

• Cheeks • Underarms 
Reg Price $70 • $100 per treatment 

Hair Removal Treatment for the 
top of feet and Toes included 
FREE with each $99 package 


PORT COLBORNE — Port 
Colborne Pirates general 
manager Bryan Kelly liked the 
hand he was holding heading 
into Thursday's junior B trade 
deadline. 

With no last-minute 
blockbuster that would 
have dramatically improved 
the Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League, Kelly, who is 
also the team's head coach, 
was happy to stand pat. 

“I really like where we're 
at right now,” said Kelly, 
whose team wants to take the 
"next step" and play for the 
Sutherland Cup after losing to 
the eventual Ontario cham¬ 
pion St. Catharines Falcons 
in the Golden Horseshoe 
Conference final last season. 

“I really like our chances. If 
we're ever going to bring the 
championship back to Port 
Colborne, we’re going to do it 
with the players we have right 
now. This group truly believes 
it can go aS the way.” 

The Don Cherry's Port 
Colborne Pirates were con¬ 
tent to field calls rather than 


JOE CSEH InPort NEWS 

Welland Junior Canadians forward Josh Gervais, 
right, is pressured by Port Colborne Pirates 
defender Bryan Komasara in junior B hockey 
Sunday night at Welland Arena. 


LASIK 


VISIOlT> 

H (^NIAGARA FALLS 


lasikprovision.com 6800 Morrison St. 

905.371.3217 or 1.888.510.2020 


If we’re ever going to 
bring the championship 
back to Port Colborne, 
we’re going to do it with 
the players we have right 
now.” 

Brian Kelly, Pirates GM 

work the phones on deadline 
day because of two trades 
they had already made. They 
acquired 20-year-old forward 
Nick Berst from the Buffalo 
Blades and defenceman 
Nathan Judd Warren, also 20, 
from the St. Thomas Stars of 
the Western Conference. 

“Those were the moves we 
wanted to make, so the heavy 
lifting is already done,” Kelly 

Berst, acquired in a Jan. 
5 trade for forward Ryan 
Stayner, gives the Pirates yet 
another scoring threat and 
lessens the impact the loss of 
the injured Jordan Warren is 
having on the lineup. Despite 
playing on the most-anemic 
offence in the entire league, 
Berst still managed to score 
14 goals and collect 15 assists 
in 30 games for the Blades. 

At 6-foot-5 and tipping the 
scales at 215 pounds, Judd 
Warren will bolster the Port 
Colborne blue-line by provid¬ 
ing a “strong, mean presence.” 

“He's a 20-year-old who 
wants to win,” Kelly said. 

Given the Golden 
Horseshoe is top heavy with 
contenders, with only 12 
points separating first from 
fifth place, and a battle for 
playoff seeding between the 
Fort Erie Meteors and Stoney 
Creek Warriors, the Pirates 
anticipated that few, if any, 
deadline moves would be 
made on Thursday. 

“No one’s in a position to 
help each other, because it's so 
very close this year” Kelly said. 

Port Colborne visits the 
Niagara Falls Canucks Friday 
night in a battle for second 
in the points race. The game 
gets underway at 7:30. 

While the 24-10-0-2 Pirates 
and 24-12-0-2 Canucks both 
trail the 28-6-0-3 Falcons by 
nine points, Port Colborne 
has two games in hand and 
has the higher winning per¬ 
centage, .694 to .658. 
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■ WORKPLACE INJURY: Worker sustained only a broken ankle, bruised shoulder 

Labour Ministry probing ship fall 


being transported across scaffold system, pay stubs, 
the canal to the fire hall to worker orientation and train- 
a waiting ORNGE air ambu- ing records, and proof of fall 


9.9 metres from a scaffold lance. He w 


:o the steel deck inside the 


s then flown protection training. 


hold of a laker suffered only treatment, 
a bruised shoulder and . 


> Hamilton hospital for 


Skyway Canada Ltd. and w 


week. 

The fall happened 
Tuesday, Jan. 8 at about 1:30 
p.m. when the worker, who hold, 
has not been identified, fell Ac( 
from scaffolding inside the Skyway Canada Ltd. “is oi 


include ensuring workers 
are tied off or that guardrails 
are installed on the scaf¬ 
folding. Height also factors 


re needed for anything over 
vo metres high. 

While ship accidents 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

hold of the Algoma Central of the country’s leading pro- would normally fall under A 54-year-old worker who fell 9.9 metres from a scaffold to the steel deck Inside the hold of the 
Corp. vessel John B. Aird. viders of scaffold and shor- federal jurisdiction, Blajer John B. Aird Is lowered from the Algoma Central Corp. vessel on Tuesday. 


Port Colborne Fire and ing solutions.” 


said Skyway Canada falls 


Emergency Services low- Blajer said the worker was under provincial jurisdic- 
ered members of its tech- the lead hand for 


nical rescue team ir 
hold of the ship, docked in 
the Welland Canal south of 
the Mellanby Ave. Bridge, 


and the ministry will 
continue to investigate. 

“We have up to a year to 
n (ministry) inspector investigate this,” said Blajer, 
dispatched ... and we who wouldn’t speculate 


ase on part of the ship. 
"We issued a stop work 
order ... they can’t use the 
scaffolding until we get the 
instructions for it. We also 
issued a stop work order on 


Bridge 19A, to check on and wanted a number of things whether charges would be the scaffolding,” he said, 
remove the man. 

He was brought on deck 


laid. 

Meanwhile, work will dave.johnson@sunmedia.ca 


■ PLANNING: Two-year project aimed at generating business, jobs 


Region might waive 
development charges 


THOROLD - Niagara 
regional council might 
break open the piggy bank 
to give industries two years 
free from development fees. 

Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee agreed Wednesday, 
Jan. 9 to put together a bylaw 
eliminating industrial devel¬ 
opment charges for two 
years. The region normally 
pulls in about $100,000 a 
year from those charges, but 
industries argued scratching 
the cost could lead to more 
revenue as new tax-paying 
businesses move in. 

“We believe this sends a 
very positive message to the 
investment community, to 
industries, to manufactur¬ 
ers both inside and outside 
the region,” said Roy Timms, 
director of the Niagara 


Industrial Association. 

“You are telling Niagara's 
existing industries that 
(councillors) understand 
their plight and are encour¬ 
aging them to expand their 
businesses in Niagara.” 

Councillors unanimously 
backed the move, despite 
some discussion over how 
they would make up for the 
lost money. They eventu¬ 
ally agreed to pay for it out 
of reserves this year before 
working it into the 2014 
budget. 

The move comes after 
new development charges 
took effect in September, 
more than doubling the 
amount per square foot 
industries are charged for 
development. 

St. Catharines Coun. Andy 
Petrowski predicted big 
dividends from waiving the 
charges. 


kk 


“We believe this sends 
a very positive message 
to the investment com¬ 
munity, to industries, 
to manufacturers both 
inside and outside the 
region.” 

Roy Timms, NIA manager 


"We are supposed to be a 
pro-job council," he said. 

"The investment is mini¬ 
mal. The taxpayer is going 
to get back the investment 
five, 10 times over.” 

That’s not a realis¬ 
tic expectation, said St. 
Catharines Mayor Brian 


McMullan. 

He said two years prob¬ 
ably isn’t enough to make it 
work because development 
takes awhile, and he said it 
would likely not create new 
jobs that would not have 
come here anyway. 

“It’s flawed. It’s better 
than nothing, I guess,” he 

McMullan said develop¬ 
ment charges are just one 
of the factors businesses 
consider when coming to 
Niagara. 

Welland Coun. George 
Marshall said the region 
needs to single out a way to 
pay for the break. 

“Like everyone else in 
here, I want the result to be 
good. But I want to do it in 
a fiscally responsible way,” 
he said. 

jeff.bolichowski@sunmedia.ca 


AGCOI 


Notice of Liquor Licence 
Application 

The following establishment has applied to the Alcohol 
and Gaming Commission of Ontario for a liquor licence 
under the Liquor Licence Act 
Application for a Sales Licence 
PORT COLBORNE B0CCE CENTRE 
(To be known as: PORT COLBORNE B0CCE CLUB) 

550 ELIZABETH STREET, SPORT COMPLEX 
PORT COLBORNE (Indoor and outdoor area) 

Any resident of the municipality may make a written 
submission as to whether the issuance of the licence 
is in the public interest having regard to the needs and 
wishes of the residents. Submissions must be received 
no later than February 9,2013. Please include your name, 
address and telephone number. If a petition is submitted 
to the Commission, please identify the designated contact 
person. Note: The AGCO gives the applicant copies of any 
objections. Anonymous objections are not considered. 

The personal information gathered is collected under the 
authority of the Liquor Licence Act The principal purpose 
of the collection is to assess eligibility for the issuance of 
a liquor sales licence. Copies of all objections are given 
to the applicant. The information may also be disclosed 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act. Questions about this collection should 
be directed to the Manager, Licensing and Registration, 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario at the address, 
telephone numbers or e-mail address listed below. 
Submissions to be sent to: Licensing and Registration, 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario, 90 Sheppard 
Avenue East, Suite 200, Toronto, ON M2N 0A4. 

Tel: 416-326-8700 OR Toll-free in Ontario: 1-800-522-2876. 
Fax: 416-326-5555. E-mail: licensing@agco.on.ca 
Pour des renseignements en frangais concernant cette 
annonce, veuillez ecrire a : Direction de I'inscription et 
de la delivrance des permis, Commission des alcools et 
des jeux de I'Ontario, 90, rue Sheppard Est, bureau 200, 
Toronto, ON M2N 0A4. Tel.: 416 326-8700 ou 1 800 522-2876 
(interurbains sans frais en Ontario). Telec.: 416 326-5555. 
Courriel: licensing@agco.on.ca 
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JERYDAY LOW PRICE 


BUY 3 TIRES, GET 4th FRQ 

Buy 3 of any tire shown on the left at our 
regular price and get the 
4th identical tire for FREE! 

'Balancing, taxes, eco fees extra (Including free tire). 

Must purchase three of the same tire model 


to get the fourth identical one free. 






AUTOSERVICE 


SAVE $10-30 ON LABOUR 


Spend* $100 or more on Auto Service Labour ^ SAVE $10 
Spend* $200 or more on Auto Service Labour ^ SAVE $20 
Spend* $300 or more on Auto Service Labour ^ SAVE $30 
We service ail makes and models! 


i applied to service labour. Most vehicles. 


PORT COLBORNE MALL 

WESTSIDE ROAD, PORT COLBORNE 

905-835-1155 



MONDAY TO THURSDAY: 8AM TO 7 
FRIDAY: 8AM TO 9PM 
SATURDAY: 8AM TO 6PM 
SUNDAY: 9AM TO 5PM 




















































IAMPMA1VS ComfortStudio 

MASSIVE 
BLOWOUT 


MUCH MORE IN - STORE SPECIALS! 



Beautiful Canadian made solid hardwood 
pedestal table and 6 upholstered chairs. 
Reg $ 3699 


Unique triangular solid granite bistro 
table and 6 stools. 


e $ 1999 


Genuine La-Z-Boy, genuine 
leather reclining loveseat 
Reg. $ 2079 

(Minute scratches) 


e $ 1599M 


La-z-boy Devon chaise 
sectional with recliner (Dijon 
| colour) 

1 Reg $ 2999 

j SALE s 2399 

I Various tv entertainment 
centres, some with 
fireplaces 







2 Atwood pepper 
loveseats with 
coordinating text pillows. 
Reg. $ 999 



sale s 2499 

— I Complete 9 pcs solid 
W hardwood, Canadian 
^ made diningroom. 

J Reg. *8998 

Jsale $ 4999 

I La-z-boy Mackenzie 
stationary sofa & loveseat 
Havana colour 
Reg $ 2648 

SALE S 1999 


Solid hardwood Canadian made hutches 
& buffets 


SALE 50 % OFF 


Top quality, Canadian made, 


Canadian made entertainment centre/ 
fireplace with TV lift feature! 


SALE $ 1499 

■ Solid maple, complete 
bedroom suite with 
/ storage queen bed. 
r Reg. *7119 

.sale *4999 




e s 1598 


Burgundy 100% 
leather loveseat. 


W A table, 4 chairs, matching bench 
'^1 Reg-*3499 


e $ 1799 



mmm 


^ 728 Canboro Rd., Fenwick, 0 
905 - 892-4701 • 1 - 800 - 892 -/ 

Monday to Tuesday: 9 to 6 

Wednesday and Saturday: 9 to 5 

ft V I Thursday and Friday: 9 to 9 

^ I Sunday: 12 to 4 
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■ HMCSATHABASKAN: Recently underwent work in Port Weller 


Change your relationship with food 






SAVINGS 
OFF 




OPTICAL 

VISION & HEARING CARE 
482 STEELE ST • PORT COLBORNE 




PORTAL VILLAGE 

tillaly St. W. & Steele Si 
PORT COLBORNE 




The HMCS Athabaskan, shown tied up at the Seaway Marine drydocks last April. 

Damaged navy ship 
limps back to Halifax 


DON FRASER Breton in the final leg of the 

QMI Agency Niagara return to Halifax. Over the week- 
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■ HEALTH CARE: Obstetrics and pediatrics must move to St. Catharines: Smith 


Yellow shirt support encouraging, 
according to NHS supervisor 


ALLAN BENNER 

InPortNEWS Staff 

WELLAND - Niagara 
Health System supervisor 
Kevin Smith says recent 
unexpected support of 
his recommendations for 
south Niagara hospitals is 
encouraging. 

The Yellow Shirt Brigade 
spent years fighting against 
changes being planned for 
south Niagara hospitals. But 
now, the group of mostly Fort 
Erie residents — known for 
their bright yellow shirts with 
the word No written on them 
— are supporting the bulk of 
recommendations for south 
Niagara’s hospitals as put for¬ 
ward by Smith to Ontario’s 
health minister. The brigade 
is circulating a petition in 
support of his recommenda¬ 
tions, as well as the construc¬ 
tion of a new south Niagara 
hospital in Niagara Falls. 

"Obviously, the yellow 
shirt group had a lot of con¬ 
cerns. We tried to spend a 
fair bit of time listening to 
those. Some of our work 
also included public edu¬ 
cation around what kind of 
high quality safe environ¬ 


ments, and how much work 
you have to do at something 
to be really good at it,” Smith 
said in an interview. “For 
me the encouragement has 
really been seeing a majority 
of people say, 'We're ready 
to move on.’ We think that 
this is the best of the avail- 



MIKE DIBATTISTA 
QMI Agency Niagara 
Kevin Smith, Niagara Health 
System supervisor. 

able plans that we can move 
towards. It is gratifying to 
see that happening.” 

Smith said he sus¬ 


v - 

’« to 

about! 

• Free Consultatic 
$ ' •Same Day Repc 

>n • Upper & Lower Dentures 
lir & Reline Service Available 


‘^^83sSt55 

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT 


WELLAND 

Wednesday Jan. 23rd, 10:00am - noon 
BOWL O RAMA (968 Niagara St.) 

201b. box of FLORIDA <tQR nn 

SEEDLESS NAVEL ORANGES 

o, ruby red grapefruit per case J 



pects that the Yellow Shirt 
Brigade’s petition may have 
been a response to the peti¬ 
tion developed by the City 
of Welland. 

One element of both peti¬ 


tions Smith disagrees with 
— allowing obstetrics and 
pediatrics programs to con¬ 
tinue running in existing 
hospital sites until a new 
hospital is built. Retaining 


those departments in sev¬ 
eral hospitals, he said, will 
lead to difficulties in attract¬ 
ing medical specialists in 
years to come. 

Preliminary work 


towards consolidating 
those programs in the new 
St. Catharines hospital is 
underway, he added. 

allan.benner@sunmedia.ca 
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VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 

Two people were sent to hospital, including the driver of this 
vehicle, following a two-car crash in Wainfleet Friday morning. 


■ WAINFLEET COLLISION: Careless driving charge laid 

Crash sends two people to hospital 


VICTORIA GRAY 
InPortNEWS Staff 
WAINFLEET - A woman 
from Hamilton faces charges 
after a collision in Wainfleet 
sent two drivers to hospital 
on the morning of Friday, 
Jan. 11. 

Niagara Regional Police 
closed Concession Rd. 1 for 
about two hours after they 
responded to a two-vehicle 
crash at the intersection at 


Wills Rd. Just past 9 a.m. 

NRP media officer Const. 
Rich Gadreau said a female 
driver in her late 50s, whose 
name has not been released, 
was charged with careless 
driving. Gadreau said the she 
allegedly failed to wait until 
it was safe to proceed north¬ 
bound on Wills Rd. before 
going through a two-way stop 
sign. 

A male driver heading 
westbound on Concession 


Rd. 1 couldn’t stop in time 
and T-boned the car driven 
by the female driver. 

There were no passengers 
in either car. 

The female driver was extri¬ 
cated from her black Pontiac 
sedan by Port Colborne fire¬ 
fighters. An air ambulance 
was on standby as a precau¬ 
tion, but wasn’t used. 

The driver was taken to 
Hamilton hospital with inju¬ 
ries not considered to be life- 


threatening. 

The male driver of the silver 
Buick sedan was also taken to 
hospital with minor injuries 
according to police on scene. 

The collision also took out 
a stop sign on the northeast 
comer of Wills Rd., but public 
works employees replaced 
the sign before police re¬ 
opened the road. 
victoria.gray@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @VixeyG 


proudly^-anaciiait — wjHT 

GIAN^TIGER 

WELLAND STORE ONLY! ^ your saveoneverything store 



WINTER BLOWOUT EVENT!!! 

THURSDAY JANUARY 17 th TO SUNDAY JANUARY 20™ 



200 FITCH STREET WELLAND STORE ONLY!!! 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 
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■ HEALTH CARE: Wainfleet will look into bay options after all 

Change of heart on ambulance storage need 
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■ GREEN ENERGY: Wainfleet initiatives lose township’s support 

Aldermen cast clouds 
on solar projects 


two Wainfleet residents getting 
approval for solar projects. 

Aldermen rejected appeals of 
support at its meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 8. 

Farmer Keith Veenhof and 
Kirk Zavitiz of Zavcor Trucking 
each sought letters from coun¬ 
cil so they could get points in 
their bids to Ontario Power 
Authority’s microFIT program. 


in 2012, Raymond Lui 


Zavitiz, said municipal support 
allows a competitive 
edge in the 


revolved around potential hazards 
to firefighters and property with 
materials used in the solar panels. 

“Should anything happen, it 
could contaminate the land.” 

Wyatt also had concerns over 
what happens with the panels 
when decommissioned. 

Luciano told council his com¬ 
pany has plans in place to deal 
with the panels in terms of 
decommissioning them at the 
end of their life spans or replac¬ 
ing any damaged panels. He said 
nothing would be left behind and 
the panels would be recycled or 
environmen- 







Non-stop entertainment 24/7 V | Srr «™g ca 

Celebrity gossip and more just a click away 


Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 


January 18 th - January 24 th , 2013 


88 


94/KG 
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Leal Source 

STOPS PAIN WITHIN DAYS! 


"It works! I'll take another 
two bottles please!" 

This coming from a customer who 
had tried every other natural remedy 
under the sun in the past few years 
to take away her pain. Ian, the owner 
of The Healthy Cupboard couldn’t 
believe his ears. He had finally found 
the perfect product to stop his 
customer’s miseries. This is what 
every owner of a health food store 
dreams about, a natural product 
that receives so many outstanding 
testimonials on such a wide variety of 
health issues. “I had recommended a 
newproduct called LeafSource, which 
we recently started carrying. We 
have had tremendous success with 
this product, and almost everyone 
we have recommended it to over 
the last few months has come back 
and thanked us over and over again” 
said Ian. Before trying LeafSource, 
the woman had complained about 
her ongoing joint pain and was at 
her wit’s end. Although she had 
experienced some relief through the 
numerous natural remedies she had 
tried over the years, the pain would 
never fully go away. “She returned 
to my store, in tears, less than one 
week after buying LeafSource. I didn’t 
know what to make of this woman 
standing in front of me crying, until 
she told me that within a few days of 
taking LeafSource her pain started to 


disappear and within a week it was 
completely gone - as if it was never 
there.” Ian goes on, “This coming 
from a woman whose painful joints 
and ongoing sciatica were so bad just 
one week earlier, that the pain was 
unbearable but now has completely 
subsided.”By now you are probably 
wondering what is LeafSource and 
why is it so effective? LeafSource 
is a 100% natural product derived 
from a proprietary organic mineral 
composite with over ten years of 
university research. LeafSource helps 
regulate the inflammatory process 
and the body’s ability to repair itself. 
The vast majority (70 - 80%) of 
the population over the age of 50 
have joint problems — often called 
osteoarthritis.Thisisduetothenatural 
(or unnatural) wear and tear on joint 



develops through the aging process. 
With joint inflammation, movement 
is limited and pain can be constant. 
LeafSource seems to have the ability 
to help people get their mobility and 
zest for life back. Millions of people 
seek treatment for their joint and 
inflammation problems by resorting 
to expensive, toxic prescription 
drugs (i.e. NSAIDs) with multiple side 
effects. These range from nausea 
and vomiting to serious intestinal 
disorders (bleeding, gas, pain) and 
even kidney and liver failure. Isn’t 
that too large a price to pay for a 
little pain relief!? LeafSource is a 
safe alternative to these destructive 
anti-inflammatory drugs that cause 
more problems than they solve. 
There are absolutely no side effects 
and it doesn’t interfere with any other 
medications. Controlled experiments 
and observations have revealed 
that LeafSource is a potent anti¬ 
inflammatory that has been shown 
to bring a reduction to inflammation 
and pain within a few days. People 
notice great results in terms of 
more energy and less pain by taking 
anywhere from 2 to 6 capsules/day. 
Typical maintenance is usually 1 
capsule twice daily. This product gets 
results! LeafSource is scientifically 
validated through more than 10 
years of research at 4 universities, 
including the Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Mercer 
University. Aside from its incredible 


anti-inflammatory and pain reducing 
ability, it has also been shown to 
improve the performance of your 
daily nutrition and vitamin programs. 
It helps increase the absorption 
of vital nutrients, which in turn 
helps these nutrients work better. 
Better absorption = better results! 
It’s almost as if they have become 
supercharged! LeafSource has also 
been shown to help enhance energy 
levels, improve intestinal health, 
strengthen hair, skin and nails and 
improve immune function. To see 
someone go from intense pain to 
a new lease on life within a week is 
truly incredible. Imagine being able 
to move freely without pain. Who 
wouldn’t want to get out of bed in 
the morning with more energy? 
It’s amazing how much of this stuff 
we take for granted, until it’s gone! 
Ian adds, “I often recommend that 
LeafSource be taken with other 
natural joint products in order to 
help them work better and provide 
even faster relief. One of the things 
I hear most often from people who 
have tried LeafSource is they just 
plain feel better, have more energy 
and less pain. We’re so confident, 
we guarantee LeafSource 100%! 
That alone should be enough to try 
this incredible product.” 


TWO LOCATIONS! 


PORT COLBORNE 

101 CLARENCE STREET 


_ FONTHILL 

Healthv HI HIGHWAY #20 EAST 

ipboard (Across from Sobeys) 

905 892.9054 


LOSE THE PAIN 

LeafSource 


s835.9806 905 892.90 

www.healthycupboard.ca 
healthycupboard@gmail.com 


* 3 « 


Healthy 

Cupboard 


' WITH COUPON EXPIRES FEBRUARY 2 nd , 2013 













